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FPN students complete their bachelor period by writing a bachelor thesis.  
 
Types of bachelor theses: 

1. A literature review based on a specific research question.  
2. Empirical study that the student carried out under supervision.  

For an empirical study, the first supervisor must obtain ethical approval from the 
institute where the bachelor thesis is supervised. A copy of this approval is then sent to 
the FPN education office (fdp-bachelorthese@maastrichtuniversity.nl). If the study is 
part of a research line that was already approved, a notification of this earlier approval 
should be sent to the FPN education office.  
 

 
Information about criteria (style and content) and logistics (web addresses are accessible): 

• The handbook writing skills details writing principles and the structure and contents 
of scientific papers such as the bachelor thesis. The bachelor thesis’ length is around 
6000 words (excluding references and appendices); 

• The faculty’s information on the bachelor thesis, https://www.askpsy.nl/bachelor-

thesis provides deadlines (strictly maintained) and submission rules (document name 
and the two mail-recipients - first assessor and an email address of the education 
office). 

 
A student is required to submit a first and a final version of the bachelor thesis (strict 
deadlines and submission rules are set: https://www.askpsy.nl/bachelor-thesis). 
 
A first assessor functions as both a supervisor and as a grader (and has to have a PhD or 
has to be at least an advanced PhD student): 

• Help a student with forming a research question  
• Supervise the potential empirical research 

• Provide ample feedback on the first version (the first version receives no grade) 

• Grading and providing concise feedback on the final version at the FPN bachelor 
thesis assessment form (Sent to the external assessor by FPN education office). 
Grading points are from 1 to 10 with half point increments. A grade of 6.0 or higher is 
sufficient and means a pass, a grade of 5.5 or lower results in a fail. 

• Completed assessment forms must be mailed to the FPN Education Office (fdp-

bachelorthese@maastrichtuniversity.nl) within 20 working days (4 weeks) after the 
student has handed in the final version. 

 
Responsibilities of the student: 

• Ensures that the relevant assessment forms are sent to the supervisors by the FPN 
Education office;  

• Complies with the guidelines described in the Handbook Writing Skills;  

• Keeps track of and communicates the time lines for feedback and assessment (and of 
the timely ethical approval). 



Factsheet for external bachelor thesis assessors/supervisors   
 

August 2018                                                                                                                                                            
2 

 

  



Factsheet for external bachelor thesis assessors/supervisors   
 

August 2018                                                                                                                                                            
3 

 

The Dutch 10 points metric grading system for papers: 
 

4 or lower Absolutely not satisfactory, gross violations of style, language, structure and/or 
contents, failure to incorporate earlier feedback, all in all not fulfilling the 
assignment. 

5  Not sufficient, but with some further improvements it could become sufficient. 
Contents unclear or superficial. Multiple (gross) violations of APA style, many 
spelling mistakes or typing errors, failure to meet the structure or layout of the 
paper, failure to incorporate earlier feedback.  

6  Sufficient; okay, but not more. Meeting the most important criteria of the 
assignment.  

7  Satisfactory. Meeting most/all criteria, feedback handled, language okay; a well-
readable paper. This grade represents an average performance, and 
consequently, is often the average grade of your group.  

8  Good, more than average. Very clear structure, easy to read without losing the 
storyline. Good use of English language. Strong and clear arguments to support 
the research question.  

9  Very good, outstanding. Research question of a high difficulty level, showing 
detailed expertise while remaining readable for a laymen audience. Using a very 
high level of English language. A grade of 9 is quite rare, but not impossible to 
achieve.  

10  Exceptional, publishable (with minor improvements). Expert level of English 
language, high difficulty level, relevant and/or suitable research question, and 
extensively covers relevant literature. This grade is almost never given. 

 


